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Treasury Department, United States Marine-Hospital Service. Published in accordance 
with act of Congress approved February 15, 1893. 

Vol. XV. Washington, D. C, July 13, 1900. No. 28. 



NOTICE. 

Any person on the mailing list of the Public Health Repoets who, at any time, 
fails to receive promptly this publication will confer a favor by notifying the Surgeon- 
General of the United States Marine-Hospital Service. 



UNITED STATES. 

Smallpox at Gape Nome. 

The following correspondence with regard to smallpox at Cape Nome 
is self-explanatory. It is to be prefaced, however, by the statement 
that intimation was received by the Bureau from the officers of the 
Service on Puget Sound to the effect that there was a possible necessity 
for guarding against smallpox at Cape Nome. Measures were taken to 
this end early in June. Acting Assistant Surgeon Bagleson, at Seattle, 
inspected vessels leaving that point for Cape Nome. Some of these 
vessels were even remanded to Port Townsend Quarantine before leav- 
ing, and all were instructed that if they had smallpox on board during 
the voyage, either way, they should report at Port Townsend Quaran- 
tine for inspection upon their return. Two thousand vaccine points 
had been sent to Cape Nome, and, as may be seen in the telegram to 
Assistant Surgeon Earle, he will take 5,000 more with him. Still fur- 
ther supplies will be furnished as needed, and every effort will be made 
to prevent the spread of the disease in mining camps. 

Office of Special Agent Teeasuey Depaetment, 

Nome, Alaska, June 20, 1900. 

Sie : I respectfully report that the steamer Ohio arrived at this port 

on the 14th instant, with 700 passengers and 2 well- developed cases of 

smallpox on board. Learning by chance that the vessel had smallpox 

on board at Seattle, I was able to board her with the local health officer 
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as she came to anchor, but not before some 15 of her passengers were 
able to escape in the swarm of boats that surrounded the vessel. There 
being absolutely no organization, stability, or force to the local govern- 
ment, and the question being so vital and momentous to the situation 
here, I deemed it my duty, as the only representative of the Depart- 
ment comprehending quarantine and its enforcement, to assume the 
responsibility and take immediate action to prevent the disease reach- 
ing the shore. After carefully considering the situation I selected Egg 
Island, near St. Michael Harbor, as the most available and desirable 
place in this region for a quarantine station. It is far enough from 
the shore to preclude the possibility of passengers escaping, has a com- 
paratively safe anchorage, and can almost always be reached from St. 
Michael. No other place in this vicinity that is not now filled with 
people possesses these advantages. The Ohio was ordered to Egg Island 
on the night of the 14th instant, and arrived on the 15th. I proceeded 
by another vessel the same day, and with the aid of First Lieut. P. M. 
Cochran, U. S. A., commanding Fort St. Michael, a camp was built on 
the island to which the 2 smallpox patients were removed on the night 
of the 15th instant. The vessel was then detained in quarantine off 
the island until such time as it is considered safe for her passengers to 
be landed. For the station on the island. I engaged Dr. F. N. C. 
Jeraula, a nurse, and cook, and instituted at this point a proper boating 
and inspection service for all arriving vessels, engaging Dr. S. J. Cale 
for that pupose. 

On account of the conditions here, and the total lack of facility, it 
has been impossible as yet to arrange for the removal of the remainder 
of the passengers from the vessel, but upon the arrival of Gen. George 
M. Randall, commanding department of Alaska, an effort will be made 
to accomplish this. In the meantime all the passenger of the Ohio have 
been vaccinated and so far I have had no reports of new cases among 
them. 

On the 16th instant, the steamer Santa Anna arrived with 350 pas- 
sengers and 1 case of smallpox. She also was placed in quarantine at 
Egg Harbor, and her smallpox patient removed to the camp on shore. 

Since that time the arriving vessels have been found free from infec- 
tious diseases, and their passengers have been allowed to land. On the 
16th instant 2 cases of varioloid were found on shore at the mouth of 
Nome Eiver, 4 miles from this place. The cabin in which they were 
was immediately quarantined and steps taken to see that no communi- 
cation was had with it. The persons affected arrived at this port on the 
steamer Oregon, of Seattle, and were landed from that vessel on the 13th 
instant without any report by the master and before any knowledge of 
the danger of such a disease coming here had reached me. The master 
of the Oregon claims that the cases were reported by the ship's surgeon 
as being a mild form of chicken pox. The Oregon's passengers were all 
on shore and the vessel practically discharged before the cases were 
discovered. No new cases have been discovered on shore since, but in 
view of the above circumstances an outbreak may occur at any time. 
At present there must be fully 12,000 people here, and proper accom- 
modation for not more than one- fourth of that number. The people are 
all in a continual state of unrest and excitement, and should the disease 
become epidemic it would be a calamity and most likely spread through 
this whole northern country, with no means of care or prevention. I 
do not wish to cause unnecessary alarm, but can not urge too strongly 
a proper and sufficient inspection of all passengers leaving for this 
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point, the stationing of proper medical officers here, and the shipment 
of sufficient vaccine matter. 

The expenses attendant upon this matter will be considerable, and I 
respectfully request the Department's approval of my action. 

Eespectfully, D. H. Jarvis, 

Fir st Lieutenant, B. 0. S., Acting Special Agent. 
Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 

[Telegram.] 

Seattle, "Wash., June SO, 1900. 

Steamer Ohio from San Francisco and Seattle arrived June 14 with 2 
cases of smallpox. Vessel placed in quarantine at Egg Island near St. 
Michael and the most desirable place. Established camp on Egg Island 
and took patients ashore there. Steamer Santa Anna arrived June 1 6 
with 1 case and will be disposed of in same way. It is reported steamer 
Oregon landed 1 case here without reporting. It will be investigated. 
Situation deemed very serious in view of chaotic condition of this place. 
Suggest inspection of passengers before sailing from Seattle and San 
Francisco, and a proper quarantine officer here if possible. In absence 
of proper officers and total lack of government here, I assumed respon- 
sibility and have incurred necessary expenses. Bequest approval of 
action and expenses upon arrival. General Eandall will request his 
cooperation. 

Jaevis, 
Acting Special Agent. 

Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 

Treasury Department, July 2, 1900. 
Eespectfully referred to the Surgeon-General of the Marine-Hospital 
Service, with the information that Lieutenant Jarvis has been advised 
by wire, through the office of the collector of customs at Port Townsend, 
Wash., that his action is approved ; that the subject will be referred to 
the Surgeon General of the Marine-Hospital Service, and that a sepa- 
rate account should be submitted for expenses incurred by him. 

H. A. Taylor, 
Assistant Secretary. 

[Telegram.] 

Nome, Alaska, June 29, 
via San Francisco, Cat, July 11, 1900. 
Ten cases smallpox at this port in last three days ; 1 death to-day. 
All were passengers from steamship Oregon. Oregon sailed for Seattle ; 
have established camp and removed cases there. Urge proper officers 
and sufficient vaccine matters be sent. Fifteen thousand people in 
immediate vicinity. Absolutely no civil authority here, and I have 
had to take measures to isolate and prevent spread of disease. Steamers 
Ohio and Santa Anna released from quarantine; passengers all vacci- 
nated and vessels cleaned as well as possible. Patients on Egg Island 
improving. No new cases arrived by vessel. 

J. H. Jarvis, 
Acting Special Agent. 
Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 
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[Telegram.] 

Nome, Alaska, July 2, 
via Port Townsend, Wash., July 11, 1900. 
Twenty cases smallpox to date. Measures taken to isolate and care 
for all cases, but facilities are poor. Need medical officers to charge. 

Jarvis, 
Acting Special Agent. 
Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 

Washington, D. C, July 11, 1900. 

Take first available steamer either from San Francisco or Seattle for 
Cape Nome. Confer with Lieutenant Jarvis, Ee venue Cutter Service, 
acting special agent of Treasury Department, who has established a 
quarantine. Arrange with him and with General Randall for main- 
taining maritime quarantine. If there is any trouble, act under advice 
of Lieutenant Jarvis. Before going, confer with Kinyoun as to quan- 
tity sulphur and bichloride, and number of dutch ovens or pots for 
fumigation, order same and ship speediest practicable route, transmit- 
ting bills here. Have sent 1,000 vaccine points to Captain Koberts, 
cutter Manning, at Nome. Will mail 5,000 vaccinations unless you can 
purchase good virus in San Francisco, in which case purchase and take 
with you. If possible, extend shore aid to the extent of vaccinations. 
If more help absolutely required, confer with Jarvis. Keep correct 
account of expenditures and bills. Call on Surgeons Gassaway and 
Kinyoun for necessary blanks and stationery. Wire Bureau any further 
n§eds and when you go. With approval Secretary of the Treasury. 

Wyman. 

Assistant Surgeon Earle, 

Marine Hospital, San Francisco, Cal. 

Plague in San Francisco. 
[Continued from Public Health Reports, No. 27, pages 1691-1695.] . 

Washington, D. C, July 7, 1900. 

Southern Pacific representatives here request certificates be given to 
Chinamen arriving on steamers at San Francisco destined for Texas and 
Mexico, in order to meet requirements of Texas and Mexican quaran- 
tines. These quarantines are not maintained by any advice or order of 
the Government and certificates are simply to prevent stopping of trans- 
portation over Southern Pacific lines. Suggest you see Judge Morrow, 
that there may be no misunderstanding about it, and, if not in any way 
objected to by the court, you are authorized to issue certificates accord- 
ingly. 

Wyman. 

Kinyoun, San Francisco, Gal. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Reports from the Mexican border. 

Laredo, Tex., July 1, 1900. — I have the honor to submit the following 
report for the week ended June 30, 1900: Persons inspected and passed 
on Mexican National Bailroad, 413 ; Mexican immigrants inspected and 
passed, 27 ; Italian immigrants inspected and passed, 7 ; immigrants 



